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this official version seems unconvincing but it must be remembered
Sun was, at all times, bold and that he had no reason to suppose
anyone but the CantUes knew of his presence in England. It may
be he hoped to spread disaffection in the Legation staff.
The alternative version runs thus: On Sunday, October llth, Sun
was invited by the Cantlies to go with them to church at St. Martin's-
in-the-Fields and was on his way to 46 Devonshire Street when he
was accosted by a strange Chinese who said in English:
"Are you Japanese?'*
"I am a Chinese," replied Sun.
"From what part of China?"
"From near Canton,"
On hearing this the stranger was apparently overcome with joy.
"We are compatriots!" he cried. **The other Chinese in London do
not speak Cantonese and I have to speak to them in English,"
Although the written language of China is the same all over the
country there are considerable areas where dialects are spoken and
a man from such a district might not be able to understand the
speech of another. There was, therefore, nothing unusual or
suspicious in what this stranger said and Sun must have been glad
to tneet in this foreign land someone who could speak the language
of Choyhung. Just then another Chinese appeared. He knew the
first and the two urged Sun to go with them to their lodgings for
a smoke and chat. Sun feared no trap but hesitated because he
knew the Cantlies were waiting to take him to church. Even now
the Sunday morning stillness of the West End was broken by the
bells of many churches.
The Legation premises, with their main entrance in Portland
Place, have back quarters extending down Weymouth Street with
a side door opening on to that road. Sun's new acquaintances were
insistent. The Cantonese took his arm and playfully led him along
Weymouth Street, saying it was but a step to the lodgings. They
stopped outside a door and then, with the help of a sudden and
apparently playful push, Sun found himself inside. A door slammed
behind him and was at once bolted. Immediately Sun realised this
must be the side entrance of the Legation and that he had been
"kidnapped" by the Manchu Government,
When there are two conflicting versions of an important event
it is usual for a biographer to examine each in detail and give the
reader the more probable but, in this instance, it is instructive to